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Day Winter Hokkaido ‘A’ Rough Itinerary (5 nights & 6 days) Accommodation (Subject to availability)

1 Arrival at CTS, Visit to Chitose Salmon Aquarium, Leave for Rusutsu Resort  (about 90 min.) Rusutsu Resort or similar

2 All day free at leisure.  Enjoy snow activities such as snow mobile, dog sledding, tubing, skiing & snowboarding Rusutsu Resort or similar

3 AM Visit to Lake Toya and Mt. Use Ropeway,  PM To Sapporo via Noboribetsu Onsen Hell Valley Excel Hotel Tokyu or similar

4 Full day trip to Asahikawa and Asahiyama Zoo Excel Hotel Tokyu or similar

5 Half day trip to Otaru.  Early afternoon, return to the hotel.  Rest of the day, free at leisure for your own activities. Excel Hotel Tokyu or similar

6 Transfer to CTS (about 60 min.), Departure 

Note:  Transfers and Sightseeing by chartered car with an English speaking driver-guide



Arrival at CTSArrival at CTS

If you have just flown in to New Chitose Airport, you’ll probably head for Sapporo, Hokkaido’s main 
city and only about 50 km away.  JR Airport Express Trains between CTS airport and Sapporo are the 
most convenient and fastest transportations.   On this tour, you’ll be transferred to Rusutsu Resort by 
chartered car (about 86 km, 90 min. by car).



To Chitose Salmon AquariumTo Chitose Salmon Aquarium

This is an aquarium with the largest fresh water fish in Japan that holds 300 tons of water, you can see salmon, ‘masu’ salmon, as well as rare fish known as the 
Japanese huchen and the Green sturgeon with a body length of almost 2 meters, along with other fresh water species from all over the world.  Fish such as the white-
spotted char and the three-spined stickleback are displayed  in a water tank that recreates the beautiful under water environment of Lake Shikotsu.  The underwater 
observation zone is the fist exhibit in Japan that allows visitors to take a direct look into the Chitose River and observe the seasonal creatures in their natural 
environment.



To Rusutsu VillageTo Rusutsu Village

The tour heads for Rusutsu Resort via Lake Shikotsu which is located in southwestern Hokkaido, west of CTS airport.  It is a crater lake that was formed over 40,000 
years ago by volcanic activity, and it has a maximum depth of 363 meters, making it the second deepest lake in Japan (FYI. The deepest lake in Japan is Lake Tazawa, 
Akita Pref., at 423 meters.)  It is an oligotrophic lake with visibility to a depth of 25 meters, and does not freeze in most winters.  This makes it the most northerly lake in 
Japan that does not freeze over.



Rusutsu ResortRusutsu Resort

Rusutsu Resort has been voted Japan’s Best Ski Resort 2017 by the World Ski Awards. Despite its low altitude by the standard of the European Alps or the Rockies, 
Rusutsu is particularly wall known for its natural snowfall, as the sub-zero Siberian winds pick up moisture over the Sea of Japan and dumps it as light powdery snow over 
the area.  Thanks to the legendary powder snow, it is Hokkaido’s premier ski resort.



Enjoy snow activities!Enjoy snow activities!



To Lake ToyaTo Lake Toya

The tour visits Toshogu Grand Shrine (World Heritage Site) with its gorgeous Yomeimon Gate Nikko’s Toshogu Shrine is home to the mausoleum of Tokugawa Ieyasu, 
founder of the Tokugawa Shogunate.  A UNESCO world heritage site, the shrine is well known for richly decorated and lavish ornate buildings within a beautiful
forest and each are categorized as a National Treasure of Japan.



To Mt. Usu RopewayTo Mt. Usu Ropeway

Mt. Usu is a 737-meter high active volcano that was formed to the south of Lake Toya about 2,000 years ago. At the foot of the mountain, rose Mt. Showa Shinzan
during the period from 1943 to 1945.  Take Mt. Usu Ropeway to see a panoramic view of the Lake Toya and the Pacific Ocean.



To Noboribetsu Onsen Hell Valley To Noboribetsu Onsen Hell Valley 

Jigokudani or Hell Valley is a spectacular, appropriately named valley just above the town of Noboritetsu Onsen, which displays hot steam vents, sulfurous steams 
and other volcanic activity.  It is a main source of Noboribetsu’s hot spring waters.  The Jigokudani is located directly north of Noboribetsu’s hot spring town, a five 
minute walk from the Noboribetsu Onsen bus terminal.  After visiting Jigokudani, the tour heads for Sapporo.



Sapporo Excel Hotel TokyuSapporo Excel Hotel Tokyu

Sapporo Excel Hotel Tokyu is a 3-minute walk from Nakajima Koen Station on Subway Namboku Line and 10 minutes from Susukino Station.  The hotel offers cozy 
rooms with free Wi-Fi and private bathrooms and 2 restaurants (Japanese and Western).  A tour to Mt. Moiwa that departs from the hotel is available at an extra charge.  
Free shuttle service is available from JR Sapporo Station.



To Okada Kosetsutei
Asahikawa

To Okada Kosetsutei
Asahikawa

Leave hotel for Asahikawa City, the 2nd largest city in Hokkaido (about 140 km, 2 hrs. by car).  Lunch at a famous buckwheat noodle restaurant ‘Okada Kosetsutei’, for 
which the building of former Okada’s residence designated as a historical architecture was reused.



To Asahiyama ZooTo Asahiyama Zoo

After lunch, visit to Asahiyama Zoo.  The zoo focuses on a ‘behavior exhibition’ to show animal activity in as a natural manner as possible.  Highlights include a 
glass tunnel through the penguin pool that allows visitors to observe the birds’ underwater flight, and small glass domes in the middle of the polar bear and wolf 
enclosures that can get visitors right among the animals.  After Asahiyama Zoo, the tour heads for Sapporo.



To OtaruTo Otaru

Otaru is a small harbor city situated 1-hour northwest of Sapporo by car.  Its beautifully preserved canal area and interesting herring mansions make Otaru a pleasant day 
trip from Sapporo.  Enjoy a free time to stroll around Sakaemachi shopping street in Otaru.  Kitaichi Glass Sangokan, Otaru Orgel-doh, Kitakaro, Le TAO are all within a 
walking distance. Being a port town and in such close proximity to the sea, it’s no surprise that seafood is everywhere in Otaru.



SapporoSapporo

Sapporo is divided up in a grid pattern, and is the largest city on the island.  Odori Park stretches from east to west in the center of the city, and is a symbol of the 
city – full of art objects, fountains, lilac and acacia plants and lots of flowerbeds. The city contains many essential sights: the Sapporo Clock Tower, which has been 
marking time for over a century; the former Hokkaido government office building, a neo-baroque building known as "Red Brick" that is lit up after dark; and the 
poplars outside Hokkaido University.



Departure from CTSDeparture from CTS

New Chitose Airport (CTS) is the main airport of Sapporo, located about 50 kilometers south-east of 
the city center. It is one of the busiest airports in Japan and serves the world's most traveled air route 
between Tokyo and Sapporo in addition to many other domestic routes and a few international and 
chartered flights.  


